








Mine Project was unprecedented under the Clean Water Act and was justified by a
questionable assessment that relied on predetermined conclusions developed by EPA
officials.”

The committee found that “EPA employees inappropriately assisted outside groups in
petitioning the agency to change the way they operate and use Section 404(c) to stop
this project.”

Committee Chair Lamar Smith concluded, "EPA employees colluded with third party
Pebble Mine opponents. They sought to deliberately establish a record that pointed to
one outcome: the Pebble Mine will be excluded from the regular permitting process
and should be stopped.”















For all these reasons, the BBWA does not comply with the Information Quality Act’s
requirements that federal agencies maximize “the quality, objectivity, and integrity of
information they create, collect, or disseminate.” And the entire Pebble decision-making process
has been marked by “arbitrary and capricious™ actions prohibited by the Administrative
Procedure Act. The proposed rule is thus sorely needed and should apply to the BBWA. But
EPA can support the policies underlying the proposed rule — which the Agency admits have
never been implemented “in a robust and consistent manner” — even before reviewing public
comment on the proposed rule by withdrawing the Pebble Proposed Determination and moving
forward with a commitment to scientific integrity.

Sincerely,

Thomas C. Collier
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